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_ pray acce viek he R's Anſwer, 
under the Titleofrwo Queſtions'c 

© cerning the. Power of the Jupttchris 
Magiſtrate abour Religion andthe 
 Worſwp-of God ; with: one- about 
"I; Propoſe and. Reſolved. . 


— 


"> Queſtion x 
Heehex the / APream. as Prov; i” a « Nation or Com. | 


FX mon-wealth of men. profeſſing the be ig 100 | of Jeſus 
S722 Chriſt, may or ought.to« Aer £ ati 
{1 VS Executive, for the ſup ont ment; gar hrs, - yd {mr- 
| VV therance of the profeſſion of the Faith, and worſup, of- 
God ;, and whether be may and ought to forbid, coerce ,. 
or cy We principle and praflifes as are Fentyary to them, and, and ge- 
ſtruttive of t 
The: vb nf of both the parts of chis Queſtion i is proved. 
I. Frew the Light and Law of natmre. ; HOR- 
Ry | 
r. Thar theteisa God. 
2. That this God ought ro be believed] in, jy worſhipped accord>, 
ing to the Revelation that he-makesof himſelf, | | 
3. That it isincumbent on his worſhippers in their Tveral Capaci= 
tics, to.defendand further thar worſhip which anſwers the light and 


| knowledge they have of-. him. 


-4. Tharto revile, or blaſpheme this God , or his Name, is anevilto 


| bepuniſhed by them who have jus pied or erg ofectiyinci 


them, or committed untothem.,. 


SED 2 Yehtityss, | 
fiſtingin a moral dependance on God , and @ "$ehpcure, 


Heb. 11.6. Exod.-22.28. þ- + "0 
gFange ate, as-fuch, in any Nation, 
-Hþ 


mY 


Toaffertthen thar the fupream M 
ought nor to exert his Authority for the ends, and in the way enquired 
afjer is eantrary te the Light and Lam of nature, En 

JI. Fromthbe Lawof Nations. 

1p N12; 6 real 

3. The due and regular improvement of common natural notions, 
and inbred grinciples, unto univerfat publick Good, is the Faw of Na- 
tions, whoſe general foundation is laid, Gem. 9. 5,6. - 

2. Theconſtant uſage of mankind in their political ſocieties, an- 
ſwerable upto right Reaſon, is the Reyegler on Pifcoverer of chis Law 
of Nations. | 

3. This Law is an evidence and preſumptionof truth and right, 
paramount unto, and uncontroulable by any thing but exprefs Reve- 
lation; orirt is a difcovery of the will of God, lefs then, and ſubordi. 
nate unto no way, but that of immediate. revelation. 

4. The wilful breachor contempt oF this Law, in its allotments 
or aſſjgnation of bounds to the intereſts and concernments of men, 
is generally eſteen;ed'rhe molt righteous ground of oneNations wage- 
ing war upon another. | 

5. Fhat the fupream Magiſtrateineach Common-wealth, ought to 
exert-his power and anthority, for the fupportment, preſervation and 
furtherance of the worſhip of God, and to cotrce and-reſtrain chat 
which would'ruine it, isa maxime of this Law of Nations, manifeſted 
by the common conftantufag>, and univerſal entrances, upimpeached. 
by any one contrary inſtance ( where this Law hath prevailed ) of all 
mankind their pofiticalſocteties , nor is this pratife controaled by 
expreſs revelation , but is rather confirmed, Zerem. 2. 10, 

Therefore to deny the lawfulneſs of the Authority enquired after, 
and its due execution, is contrary to the Law of Nations. 


4 , 
, : { * 
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FIT. From Gods inſtitution, in and by Laws poſitive , upon ab- - 


arinesof Faith, and wayes of Worſhip, of pure Revelation. 
For, | | 

1. Among thepeople of the Zews, as is known. and'confeſſed, God 
appointed this aS the chief and ſupream care-and duty of the Magi- 
ftrate,to provide by the Authority commirtedto him,chat his worſhip, 


as byhimſelf revealed; ſhoultbepreſeryed, aud: provided for, in all. 


the concernments of it ; and that what was contravy-unctoit in; ſome 
inſtances, he ſhould<coerce an&reſtrain; Dem." 14. 2, 3-28, 19: chap. 
IG 1% 29,206,229, 750007 010005 OW $4 RXife is 5 
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typical, byt as iz worf4p. 
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2. Thedghcheanſtivated Hodfinp bf God was for rhe ſreateſt pare 
feſtvation 0 


np nded ; wes arhorattdary; boy ; D&## 16. 20. 


- o—— 


that J 
3. Gods command tothe Matnlirmee, for the txerrife of his care 
and duty in reference unto his typical worſhip , did not reſp& it , as 


- 


4. The Law and command 6f God for the Magiſtrate in that 
Comimon-wealrh to make care ap4'doas aboye, was not oflyan &mi- 
nent .priviledge, blefling and advatitage ro che Common-wealth,- as 
ſuch , butic wasalſoa ſpecial mercy to all and every one of his choſen 
ones in-that Common-wealth, and what is given or granted by 
God to all or any of his Saints by. the: way of priviledgeot-metrecy, is 
not difanulled-, bur ether by expreſs revocation; or the inffitution 
of ſomewhat exhibiring a prearer priviledge, or thercy herewith che 
former proves incohfiltent. Fes 

- 5. Nw: revocation of rhis grant, or-commahd, and inſtitution, ng 
appointinent of any thing inconfiſtent with ir, appears in the Goſpel. 

Then umverſatly codeny rhe right and exerciſe of the Power eh-. 
quired after, is contrary to the poſitive law of God, given in reference 
into deftrines of Faith, and wayes of Worſhip of pure Revelation ,, fuch 
as were thoſe profeſſed, and walked iti uhder che Old Teſtament, - 

LV. From. the Example of all Godly Magiſtrates, accepted with 
., Goa fromthe foundation of the world. 
For, --+. | | 


© 1. Thereisnoone Magiſtrate lefr on record in the whole Book of 


God, with any commendation given 'unto-him, or approbation of 
him as ſuch, - but iris firſtly and chiefly on this account , that he ex- 
erted the Power and Duty enquired after. David, Hezekiah, Fofiah, 
Nehemiah, as others, are inſtances. _— 
2. Since the: days of the publication of the Goſpel, no one Mag 
ſtrare' hach obrained a Good fteport among the Saints and Chure 
of Chriit, but upon the ſame accoutit. | 
3. No. one Magiſtrate is remembred to have omitted this care, 
work or daty,-bur a\mark, or blot is left upon him fof ir, as 4 perfon 
diſapproved, and rejeted of God: : = 
\ 4. Nothing bur an expreſs diſcharge by 'way of Reyelation , cat 
acquit a Magiſtrate fform foffowints the example of- all and every 
one of them, who in their work have been approved of God, 'itt 
that wherein they were fo approved. - Wherefore, © Wy 
To affirm that the Supream Magiſtrate ought rivt t6' exert his 
_ - Authority for the ends tfentivned , is roaffirit, That rhe Ma- 
| .1AS | giſtrats 


# . 
" 
"SS. 5. 4 


to ES: 
'- Sfoce v.29 Jnpred hid Bebe nb ho id Ag 
- of that _ Which «tt other eiftyates have or we” aire 


Godin, and bythe doing of :* ſeems unreaſo 
Tad, From the promiſes of Goſpel" times. 
or, ? . 


1. Promiſes given in a way of priviledge and: merey, that men 
ſhould do any ching, decareir to betheir dury ſo-to. do. - - | 

2. There are many promiſes that in Goſpeh times Magiſtrates 
ſhall lay our their power, andexerr their Authority , for the furthe- 
rance and preſervation of the true Worſhip-of God, the profeſiion of 
the Faith, the Worſhippers and Profeſſors thereof, and. therein che 
whole intereſt of $10n, 7/ai. 1. 26. chapy.49..22, 23+ 

$3. All the promiſes relating unco Gods Providentiat Diſpenſations: 
in the World, with reference umo the Intereſt of his Church and peo- 
ple, do center inthis, that che rulers.infand of the world ſhall exert 
and exerciſe their power in fubſerviency'to the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
which lies in his Truch , and his Worſhip, which cannot be done, 
if the Power enquired after be denyed, ſas. 60.3,11,12: to 17. 
Revel. 11. 15. | | I | - 

To ſay then, that the Supream Magiſtrate in.a-Common-wealth 
of men profeſting the true Chriſtian Religion , ought nor to exert 
his Legiſlative and executive power in the defence, and for the fur- 
therance of the Truth and Worſhip of 'God, and for the reſtraint of 
the rchings that are deſtruQive thereunco, is toſay, that the promiſe of 
God 35. of no effe&.” ; | D, 

VI. From the Equity of Goſpel Rules. 
For, | 

I. Whatever is of Moral Equity, and hath the power of obliga- 
tion from thence, the Goſpel ſuppoſeth, and leaves men under thar 
obligation, preſſing chem unto obedience thereunto, Phil. 4..8. 

2. Whatever was inſticured and appointed of God formerly ,-is 
of Moral poſitive Equity, if it be not repeated by che: Goſpel ; and 
therefore the forementioned inſtitution of the Magiſtrates Duty in 
the things. under confideration', is ſuppoſed in the Compel : 

3. The Goſpel Rules on this a» 6.619 are, that the: Magiſtrate 
is to promote all Good, and to hinder all Evil that comes to his cog- 
nizance,. that would diſadvantage the whole, by itscivil. diſturbance, 
, or provoking, God againſt it,. and that in order to the Intereſt of 
Chriſt and his Church : Row: 13,1,2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7. 1 Tim..2.2. with 
Prov: 8.15, 16. | d -12-2q 

4. That what is Good and Evilupon an Evangelical honor, evi- 

| | . _  dently 


| be incumbent on the ſupream Magiſtrate, is kno 


3 i 
dently einen is excuiptg from ceſs Rubs, cannot 


be proved. 


Fherefore to ſay'tr, is contraryts the equity of, Goſpel | 
VII. From the confeſſion of all the oreſbins” Chnarches in the 
world, - : : 


Thar all the Proteſtant Churches in the world t, art leaſt the 
whole of the duty contained in the affirmative &f the Queſtion to 
| ito all men thac 


Ke 


care-to know what they aſſert.” - 


V III. From the confeſſion of thoſe 'in particular, who ſuſfer in 
the world on the account of the largene(s of their prinesples, as 
to toleration and forbearance. — _ 

The Independants, whoſe words itt: their confeſſion are as fol- 


loweth. CR | 
A; Ow the Magiſtrate is bownd to enconrage promote and pro- 


reft the Profeſſors and Profeſſion of the Goſpel, and to manage ' 


and order civil adminiſtrations in. a due ſubſerviency to the intereſt of 
Chriſt in the World, and to that end to take care that men of corrupt 
minds and converſations donet Weyarionſl publiſh and divulge Blaſphe- 


nies and Errors, in their own nature ſubverting the faith, and inevi- 


tably deftroying the ſonls of them that receive them : gf in ſuch diffe- 


rences about the Doftrines of the Goſpet, or wayes of the warſhip of Ged, 
4s may befall men exerciſing a good conſcience, manifeſting it in their 
converſation, ana holding the foundation, not defturbins athers.;u their 


wayes or worſhip, that differ from them, there is no warrant for the 


AMagiftrate under the Goſpel to abriage them of their liberty. 


IX. From the ſpiritual ſence of the generality of godly men. in the 
World. Es 
This can be'no otherwiſe known, but by the declaration. of their 


- judgements, and as to what can by that way be found our or diſco- 


vered, a Thouſand to one, of men truly godly, are for the A4fir- 
mative, Vox pepuli Des , eft vox Dei. 
XN. From the pernicious conſequences of the contrary afſertion., 
whereof I ſhall mention only two. | 
'T. The condemnation and abrenunciation of the whole work of 
Retormation, inthis, and other Nations, ſo far as it hath been pro.. 
moted by Laws or Conſtitutions of Supream Magiſtrates - as in the 
Removat of Tdolatry, deſtroying of Idols and __ prohibiting 
the Maſe, declaring andaſſerting the doQtrine of the Goſpel, ſup- 
porting rhe profeſſors of ic; * which things have been viſibly owned 
and bleffed of God. A 3 2. The 


\ 


(6) IS 
 -2- The deſtruftion of the Plea of Chrilts intereſt in che govern- 
ment of the Nations; eipecally.as ated by them, who in words 
contend to place him in the head of their Laws and Fundmentall con- 
Nitucions, where nothing ina Government may be doae for him, 
ing againſt them who openly oppoſe him, men can e be 
thought to at under him, andin fubordinacion to him. 


The concluſion from hence is, to advance an vpittion 3nty any mneceſe. 


* fity of its being received, which us contrary t0:the Law of Natore and 
Nations, Gods Iuſtitutions and Promiſes, the equity of Gofpel rules, 
the example of all Magiſtrates, who have chtained reftimeny from God 
that they diſcharged their duty unto atceptation with him, to the con- 
feſſion of all Preteſtant Churches, the ſpiritual ſence of the generality of 
Goaly men in the World, and attended in it (elf with pernicious conſe+ 
quences, ſeems to be the effelt of Tirfutid, , and readineſs to impoſe 
mens private apprehenſious upon others , the only evil pretended to be 
avoiged by it. 


11. The next Queſtion is. 
May the Supream Megiftrate, by Laws and Penalties compell any 


ene who holds the head Chriſt Jeſus, to ſubſcribe to that Confeſſion of 


faith, and crtend to that way of worſhip Which he eſteems incumbent 
on him, to promete and further ? 

That we may anſwer diſtinly , obſerve , . 

F. That the enquiry is concerning them only that hold the head , 
For others, their caſe is not propoſed. They are left to the provi- 
dence of God, in his working on the hearts of them, whom he raiſ- 
eth up for Governors, according to the meaſure of light, love and 
zeal which he ſhall be pleaſed ro impart unto them. . And though 
it cannot be proved, that any Magiſtrate is authorized from God, 
to take away the life or /ives of any man or men , for their disbelie- 
VIng or Cenyanly any heads or Articles of the Chriſtian Religion , 
yet it doth not ſeem to be the dury of 'any profeſling obedience to 
Jeſus Chriſt, ro make any fared, legal , mnalterable proviſion for 
their immunity, who renounce him. | | 

IT. That things,or opinions'of publike ſcandall,National demerite, 

-and reproach to the profeffion of the Goſpel, ought to be reſtrain- 
ed from being divulged by that publike ſpeaking of the Preſs , or in 
Extrafamiliall Aﬀſemblies, both which, according to the uſage of all 
'Nations, areunder the Power, and ar the diſpoſal of the Supream 

; Magiſtrate, was before proved, in our anſwer to the firſt Enquiry. . 


prune dp 
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. (7) | 

I II. It is agreed that the meaſure of Dotrinal holding the Head, 
conſiſts in ſome few clear Fundamental propoſicions. © | > 

I V. Ic cannot bedenied but that moſt men inthe determination 
of this Queſtion, have run into extreams, much upon the account 
of their preſent Intereſt, or that of ſome Party of men, wherein 
and Crake to ſome ſpecial ſelf-ends, they are engaged. _ 

Theſe ings. being premiſed, I anſwer to the Queftion Nega- 
tively , and that becauſe the Autbority enquired after , exerted to 
the ends mentioned , would immediately affe& the Conſcience . 
and ſet up it ſelf indirect oppoſitiento thelight of- God therein , 
A defect of praying the conveyance of ſuch an. Atthority over the 
cara ig of men holding the head, having/ been long ſince. dif- 
COVETCed. . 


hot rH The Third Queſtion, 


Whether it be convenient that the preſent way of the maintenance of 
Aim ſtrers on Preachers of the Goſpell' be removed and taken away, or 
changed into ſome other proviſion... | 


Anſwer. | 

7. That the Publike Preachers of the Goſpel ought to be main- 
tained, by a Participation in the temporal things of them to whom 
the word is preached.is an appointment of the Lord Chriſt, and of the 
Apoſtles in his name and autboriry, 1 Cor.'9. 14. Gal.6.6. * 

I 1, The reaſonableneſs. of this Goſpel Inſticution is manifeſted by 
the Holy Ghoſt. 1. From the Law of Nature, Luke 10.7. 1 Cor. 9. 
7.17. 2; From the Law of Nations in._'the ſame place. 3. Fromthe 
tendency and Equity of Meſaicg Inſtitutions, 1 Cor. 9. 9, IO, 
LL,12, 33. | et ; 

I L1. Where God by providential diſpenſatipns hath laid things 
in a Nation, in, a ſubſerviency. to an inſtitution of Chriſt accor- 
ding to. his. promiſe, Pſal. 2..8: 1/a: 49. 23. as-be hath done in this 
caſe, to. oppoſe that. order of things, ſeems to be a fighting” againſt 
(3odan d his Annointed. | | | 

I V. Thepayment of Tythes, 1. Before the Law, Gen. 14. 20. 
Heb. 7.4, 5. with 2. The like uſage amongſt all Nations, living 
according to:the light of Nature; 3.Their eſtabliſhing under the Law; 
with 4. The expreſs relation in Goſpel Appointment unto. thar 
eſtabliſhment, 1- Cor. 9: 14. de- make that aqpuyyar? Manag =a 
pl-adable, chat: no man: wizhout. being: able. to and gp +=? 


- 


| © ES 
that Plea, can with any pretence of a goodconſtience; conſent ro 
V. A maintenance by a Participation in mens Temporals, for 
thoſe who preach the Golpel, bang expreſly appoinred by: Jefus 
Chriſt and reference for the proportien, being direly made by 
the Apoftte, unto the proporudttallorted: by God [himſelf under 
the Old Teſtament ; for any man, or number of men' to ſnppoſe 
they can makea better and wiſer allotment, eſpecially when and 
wherea neerapproachment thereunto js already made by providence, 
. ems to be a contending with ing Fh0 is fightier then they. © 
**VI. To deprive Preachers of the! Goſpel, when ſent out into - 
their Maſters harveſt, andattending unto cheir work, according to 
the beſt of the light which the prefenc age enjoyeth, with 111þle 
and glorious ſucceſs., of the portion, hire, wages, or temporal ſup- 
portment prepared for them .in the good providence of God, up- 
on pretences of inconveniences, and diffatisfaRions of ſome pre- 
judiced men, ſ:ems to be an attempt, not to be parallel'd from the 
foundation of the world. He p 
V IT. Where-ever; or in what Nation ſoeyer there harh been 
a remoyal ofthe maintenance provided in che roar of God, 
for the neceſſary ſupporcment of th- publike Diſpenſers6f the word, 
the iſſue hath been a. facall and irrecoyerable difadyanrage to the 
Goſpel and intereſt of Chriſt in*thoſe Nations; © © 
- It appears then firſt, That to take away the Publike maiytenance 
provided: in the good Providencewf God, for the publike Diſpenſers 
of rhe Goſpel, upen pretences: of preſent inconyenience, or -pro- 
mifes of future proviſion, '15 a:comempr ofthe care andfaithfulneſs 
of God towards his Church,and in plain terms, down-right Robbery. 
-. Secondly, To entitle a Nation unto ſuchan acn0n, by impoſing it 
on' them without their conſent is down-right Oppreſſion. 
' VIII. An alteration of the way- of payment of that Revenue 
which isprovided in th? Providence of God for publike Preachers, 
by theway of Tythes,into ſome other way of payment, continu- 
ing the preſent Right, is not obnoxjovs or lyableto any of the fore- 
.. mentioned evils, but its converzence or inconvenience may be 
freely debated. | DOS 
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